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We have know some of you for quite a while, and we constantly being amazed by the great ideas that you have come up.  We are quite lucky to have you share your successes and setbacks with us.  (keep them coming, because there’s people back in development that are hungry for more)  We are all about to make a shift to the next generation of LearnLinc.   Here are a few technical tips and tricks to get you started.

20 New Ideas From Your Friends in Development

1) Make use of the new Course/Class model.  (Do you remember the old way of going to the course browser for content and the session browser for sessions?)  The new idea is to put everything together into one object called a Course that can be modified and extended over time.

2) Create a home page for the course (you can host it from the same computer that is hosting the Virtual Campus) You can create a link to that homepage when you define the Course from the Admin Tool. 

3) Automatically open the homepage when you join a Class.  This would be an autostart resource set when you define the Class in the Admin Tool.

4) Put links to other HTML content in the Course Contents for students to access offline.

5) Put links to your content in the new Agenda from the Admin Tool.   They will be checked off as you use them in the class.  (good tip for us absent minded instructors)

6) If you have different instructors teaching a single Course,  name the classes to indicate who the instructor is…(EX: name a course “LearnLinc Tips and Tricks (John Waiveris)”)

7) Create new folders under “Applications” using the Admin tool.  These will show up as sub-menus in the class palette under the run menu.  You can put anything the instructor or students may want to access while in a class.   (this is different than setting an agenda since the menus will be there for all classes)

8) Use a streaming video file as an autostart resource.  Using the Admin Tool you can create a link to a video file on some remote computer.  If you use the two options –fullscreen and –autoclose, it will automatically play full screen as each student joins your class.  When it is done playing it will then close.

9) Make up good names for the new Location field.  It is set for each computer in the installation.  When a user takes the floor, the location of their computer will be displayed.  This gives a better feeling of location when your students are spread out.

10) If you use Lotus Notes and Domino and  your students have access to the Domino server, you can use the Synchronized Web Browser to browse through content that you maintain through notes.  (make sure that everyone knows the password to the database if it requires a password)

11) Use email for more than just correspondence.  You can write tests and questionnaires using Microsoft FrontPage and a web server.  The form can email the results directly to you. 

12) Courses now maintain a email lists for all of the registered users.  Make sure all of your students set up their email accounts through the Virtual Campus. 

13) Do you know HTML?  You can customize the Virtual Campus quite easily.  (It uses a combination of ASP pages, HTML, and JavaScript.  You can edit the source files located on the web server using a text editor.)

14) You can disable the new threaded discussion feature by editing the link to MessageList.ASP out of Course.htm and Home.htm
15) Edit Home.htm to add campus wide custom information that you want all of the students to see when they log in.

16) Replace our LearnLinc banner with your own by editing the background images for Banner.htm and Navigate.htm

17) You can remove the User Directory by editing out the links to Directory.ASP in Home.htm and Navigate.htm

18) You can integrate with commerce software by inserting a new page (that validates a credit card) between Register.asp (the course catalog) and CourseRegister.ASP.  

19) You can disable the ability to create Self-Registered user accounts by editing the link to AccountNew.ASP in default.htm (and a smaller one found in login.asp)

20) Have Appshare automatically come up in the top or bottom of the screen by adding the parameter –upper or –lower to an application resource (using the Admin Tool)

LearnLinc Best Practices

· “Never lecture for five minutes straight.  Break it up with frequent Q&A, breakout groups, questioning.”

· “Make an audio recording of one of your classes.  Play it back and listen to yourself teach.  If you find it boring, the chances are that your students will as well.”

· “Don’t use the technology to answer questions no one is asking.  Sometimes you need to feed them questions you can answer with it, then demonstrate the answer to them.”

· “Find way to make the Intructor’s presentation more interesting and entertaining: “

· On camera alter ego that interacts with the instructor

· Sound bites supplied by supplemental computer (national anthem, cheering, cartoon voices)

· Corporate “blooper” video.  That is “streamed” to students in early afternoon to overcome “after lunch emotional let down”

· “Provide after session curb side chat opportunity”

· “Don take existing courseware and convert to ILINC.  Redesign the course for ILINC.”

· “Ensure plenty of opportunities for interaction – especially “surprise interactions” as this helps keep students attentions.”

· “Testing, Testing , Testing…”

· “Have a machine running next to the instructor if possible.  Have TA monitoring text chat if possible”

Other Ideas From the Conference:
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